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Fire Cause Categories



Leading Causes
TN vs. U S Home Fire Deaths
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Source:  U.S. Fire Problem Overview Report, by Marty Ahrens & TFIRS
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Annual TN Fire Death Toll
by Age Group 1998-2002

16

7
8

14 14
15

14
15

14

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16
18

0 t
hru

 9

10
 th

ru 
19

20
 th

ru 
29

30
 th

ru 
39

40
 th

ru 
49

50
 th

ru 
59

60
 th

ru 
69

70
 th

ru 
79

80
 &

 ov
er

Source:  Death Certificates, TDH; 117 accidental deaths per year, TN residents only



Annual TN Fire Death Share 
By Age Group 1998-2002
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Source:  U.S. Census & TDH Death Certificates, accidental deaths, TN residents only



Annual TN Fire Death Share 
By Race 1998-2002
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Annual TN Fire Death Share 
By Sex 1998-2002

62%

38%

49% 51%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Male

Fe
male

Deaths Population

Source:  U.S. Census & TDH Death Certificates, TN residents only



Highest Risk Groups 

z Age 60 and over
y 37% of all fire deaths
y 17% of total population

z Age 5 and under
y 78% of fatalities under 10
y 7.9 % of total population

z Males
z African-American

Source:  Death Certificates, TDH, 1998-2002.


